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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

MIDDLE DISTRICT OF FLORIDA 

  

 

KARYN SCHOENBART,      CASE NO.  

AVA EAGLE BROWN,  

CHAITHANYA SOHAN,  

CHAS ALLEN,  

DAVID COLLIS,  

HENRY EDWARDS,  

JOAN RAMIREZ, 

KELLY ROBBINS,  

PAULA NEVA VAIL, and 

YETUNDE HOFMANN,  

all individuals, 

 

  Plaintiffs, 

vs. 

 

TONY FERRARO, an individual,  

AUTHORS’ PLACE, LLC,  

a North Carolina limited liability  

company, MOTIVATIONAL PRESS,  

INC., a Florida corporation, and  

JUSTIN SACHS, an individual,  

 

  Defendants. 

___________________________________/ 

 

COMPLAINT  

 

 Plaintiffs Karyn Schoenbart, Ava Eagle Brown, Chaithanya Sohan, Chas Allen, David 

Collis, Henry Edwards, Joan Ramirez, Kelly Robbins, Paula Neva Vail, and Yetunde Hofmann 

(collectively, “Plaintiffs”) file this complaint against defendants Tony Ferraro (“Ferraro”), 

Authors’ Place, LLC (“Authors’ Place”), Motivational Press, Inc. (“Motivational Press”), and 

Justin Sachs (“Sachs”, and collectively “Defendants”), and state as follows: 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This action is brought by a group of book authors against two predatory publishers. 

Defendants Authors’ Place and Motivational Press systematically failed to pay royalties to 
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authors and for years delayed providing royalty statements to their authors. Over the past several 

years, Plaintiffs demanded on numerous occasions unpaid royalties, royalty statements, and after 

reaching the limits of their frustration, a reversion of the publishing rights in their books.  

Defendants Ferraro and Authors’ Place, which is a successor-in-interest to defendant 

Motivational Press, at various times employed different tactics to stymie their authors. 

Sometimes they simply ignored the authors’ requests. Other times, they refused the requests. Still 

other times, they threatened authors with the destruction of their works or the discontinuation of 

purported efforts to market the authors’ works. Ferraro and Authors’ Place also demanded 

arbitrary payments from the authors to maintain the status quo. When authors demanded a 

reversion of the publishing rights in their books, Ferraro and Authors’ Place often demanded 

payment—even where they owed royalties to the authors. These amounts were arbitrary (and 

inconsistent) too.  

Plaintiffs now bring this action to quiet title to the rights in their works and to seek an 

accounting of Authors’ Place, to determine the amount of unpaid royalties that Plaintiffs are 

owed.  

PARTIES, JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

 

1. Plaintiffs are a collection of individual authors residing in various states within 

the United States.  

2. Motivational Press is a Florida for-profit corporation with its principal place of 

business in Melbourne, Florida. 

3. Justin Sachs is an individual who at all relevant times was listed as the registered 

agent and CEO of Motivational Press. 
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4. Authors’ Place, LLC is a Colorado corporation with its principal place of business 

in Wilmington, North Carolina.  

5. Tony Ferraro is an individual and, upon information and belief, is the sole 

member and manager of Authors’ Place. Upon information and belief, Ferraro is a resident of 

Colorado.  

6. This is an action arising under the Copyright Act, 17 U.S.C. § 501. 

7. This Court has original subject matter jurisdiction over this action under 28 

U.S.C. §§ 1331 and 1338(a), because Plaintiffs claims arise under the federal Copyright Act, 17 

U.S.C. § 501, the Constitution, laws, or treaties of the United States. 

8. This Court has personal jurisdiction over all of the Defendants. Motivational Press 

is a Florida corporation and Sachs is its registered agent and CEO. Authors’ Place acquired 

Motivational Press’s assets, and is Motivational Press’s successor-in-interest in the publishing 

rights that are the subject of this matter. These publishing rights were memorialized in 

contractual agreements that are governed by the laws of the State of Florida. Ferraro is the sole 

member and manager of Authors’ Place.  

9. Venue is proper in this District under 28 U.S.C. §§ 1391(b), (c), and 1400(a) 

because a substantial part of the events giving rise to the claims occurred in this district. The 

book publishing agreements that are at issue in this matter originally were executed in this 

district and Defendants subsequently engaged in infringement in this district. Defendant 

Motivational Press resides in this district and the other defendants are subject to personal 

jurisdiction in this district. 

10. All conditions precedent to the maintenance of this action have occurred or 

otherwise been waived or would be futile. 
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11. Plaintiffs have retained undersigned counsel to represent them in this action and 

are required to pay counsel a reasonable fee for their services. 

FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS 

Karyn Schoenbart 

12. On July 5, 2017, plaintiff Karyn Schoenbart (“Schoenbart”) signed a publishing 

agreement with defendant Motivational Press to publish Schoenbart’s book, MOM.B.A. 

(“Schoenbart’s Publishing Agreement”). A copy of Schoenbart’s Publishing Agreement is 

attached as Exhibit “A.” 

13. In or around March 2019, defendant Authors’ Place notified various authors that 

defendant Authors’ Place had acquired defendant Motivational Press’s assets, presumably 

including the publishing rights in MOM.B.A. A copy of the communication from Authors’ Place 

is attached as Exhibit “B.”  

14. Schoenbart was not previously aware of, nor did she consent to, the transfer of 

publishing rights in MOM.B.A. to Authors’ Place. Schoenbart never has signed any agreement 

directly with Authors’ Place. 

15. On or around June 11, 2019, Schoenbart requested from Authors’ Place a 

reversion of her rights in MOM.BA. Authors’ Place refused.  

16. Per Section 13 of Schoenbart’s Publishing Agreement, Schoenbart requested an 

audit of Authors’ Place. Specifically, Schoenbart requested that an independent accountant 

conduct the audit as Schoenbart’s designate. Ferraro and Authors’ Place refused Schoenbart’s 

request and said that Schoenbart would have to conduct the audit herself, but that Schoenbart’s 

accountant would not be permitted to participate in the audit, even though it is standard industry 

practice for professional accountants and auditors to do so. Ferraro further informed Schoenbart 
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that if she were to perform an audit, Authors’ Place would not revert Schoenbart’s publishing 

rights back to her at all.  

17. Under the parties’ contract, Schoenbart was within her rights to terminate the 

contract when Authors’ Place breached Schoenbart’s Publishing Agreement by failing to 

properly pay her royalties or to grant her an independent audit. Specifically, the contract states 

that: 

If the Publisher fails to render accountings or payments when due hereunder or commits 

any other material breach of this Agreement, including, but not limited, to any breach of 

Paragraph 5 of this Agreement, and if the Publisher fails to render such accountings or 

payments or to cure any such breach within 30 days after receipt of written notice by 

Author of such failure and/or breach, the Author may terminate this Agreement by giving 

written notice to the Publisher without waiving any of the rights it may have against the 

Publisher. 

 

Exhibit A, Publishing Agreement, p. 9. 

 

18. At first, to placate Schoenbart, Authors’ Place agreed to increase the royalty 

percentages that it would pay to Schoenbart. But Authors’ Place later reneged, failing to pay 

Schoenbart the higher royalty rate. In July 2020, Authors’ Place paid only $495.68 in royalties to 

Schoenbart for paperback and hard copy books that Authors’ Place claims it sold through the 

third quarter of 2020. Authors’ Place has not paid any royalties for paperback and hard copy 

books sold since 2020. And Authors’ Place has never paid royalties on any online or e-book 

versions of MOM.B.A. 

19. Authors’ Place owes to Schoenbart royalties for hardcopy and paperback books 

sold since 2020 and also for online and e-books that Authors’ Place has sold at any time.  

20. In late 2022, after Schoenbart warned defendants Authors’ Place and Ferraro that 

she would file this action, Ferraro and Authors’ Place claimed to have terminated Schoenbart’s 

Publishing Agreement. But the parties have not signed any document confirming the reversion of 
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Schoenbart’s rights in MOM.B.A. Nor has Authors’ Place paid any additional royalties or agreed 

to an independent, professional audit, to determine the true amount of royalties that Authors’ 

Place owed to Schoenbart.  

The Other Plaintiffs-Authors 

21. Like plaintiff Schoenbart, the other named Plaintiffs in this action also are authors 

who have published books (together, with MOMB.A., the Plaintiffs’ “Works”). Like Schoenbart, 

the other Plaintiffs also entered into publishing agreements (together with Schoenbart’s 

Publishing Agreement, the “Publishing Agreements”) that purportedly were later transferred 

from Motivational Press to Authors’ Place without Plaintiffs’ knowledge or consent. 

22. Since Authors’ Place stepped into Motivational Press’s shoes as Plaintiffs’ 

publisher, the other Plaintiffs have experienced challenges with Ferraro and Authors’ Place 

similar to Schoenbart’s.  

23. For years, Plaintiffs’ requests for statements and back royalties have been ignored 

or denied. Occasionally, when Authors’ Place and Ferraro have responded to an author’s inquiry, 

they have claimed that Plaintiffs’ Works have not sold many books, or that due to Ferraro’s and 

Authors’ Place’s opaque and unilateral assessment of expenses, the net revenues from the sales 

of the Plaintiffs’ books are extremely low (such that the royalties owed to Plaintiffs are de 

minimis). Often, Ferraro and Authors’ Place have demanded additional, arbitrary payments from 

Plaintiffs to maintain the status quo or in exchange for publishing services that Ferraro and 

Authors’ Place never delivered.  

24. Upon information and belief, Ferraro and Authors’ Place have not performed 

under the Publishing Agreement, doing very little to expand distribution and sales of Plaintiffs’ 

Works.  
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25. Ferraro and Authors’ Place have not paid all of the royalties that they owe to 

Plaintiffs, have delayed providing royalty statements, have provided inaccurate royalty 

statements, and have refused to allow the Plaintiffs to conduct a professional audit.  

26. When Plaintiffs requested a reversion of their rights in the past, Ferraro and 

Authors’ Place have at one time or another refused, delayed, or demanded an arbitrary payment. 

Other times, they have threatened to destroy the text files, designs and artwork associated with 

the Plaintiffs’ Works, to discourage Plaintiffs from pressing their rights. Most recently, after 

being warned that Plaintiffs intended to file this lawsuit, Ferraro and Authors’ Place claimed to 

have terminated the Plaintiffs’ Publishing Agreements, but the parties have not signed any 

formal agreement to revert back to the Plaintiffs the publishing rights in the Works that 

Motivational Press and Authors’ Place claimed to have once held.  

27. Thus, Plaintiffs now seek an order expressly stating that Authors’ Place has 

terminated each of the Publishing Agreements and reverted and assigned back to each of the 

Plaintiffs all of their rights in their respective Works and to quiet title to those rights, and also 

seek an independent accounting to determine the amount of unpaid royalties owed to them.  

COUNT I–COPYRIGHT INFRINGEMENT 

(Defendants Authors’ Place and Tony Ferraro) 

 

28. Plaintiffs incorporate and reallege paragraphs 1-27. 

29. Plaintiffs are authors whose Works are books containing copyrightable subject 

matter for which copyright protection exists under the Copyright Act, 17 U.S.C. § 101, et. Seq. 

30. Each Plaintiff owns a valid copyright in each of his or her work. 

31. Each Plaintiff entered into an agreement with defendant Motivational Press, 

whereby an exclusive license (i.e., a limited assignment) of the Plaintiff’s copyrights were 

transferred to Motivational Press for the purpose of publishing the Plaintiff’s works.  
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32. Defendants Ferraro and Authors’ Place claim that, in January 2019, Authors’ 

Place acquired the publishing rights to Plaintiffs’ Works from Motivational Press.  

33. Plaintiffs did not know of, or consent to, the transfer of rights in their Works from 

Motivational Press to Authors’ Place.  

34. Defendants have failed to pay royalties owed to the Plaintiffs and have only 

provided untimely and inaccurate royalty statements.  

35. Ferraro and Authors’ Place also have failed to grant to Plaintiffs an independent 

professional audit.  

36. Authors’ Place claims to have terminated its Publishing Agreement with Plaintiffs 

but has not signed any formal written document confirming that all of its previously held 

publishing rights have reverted back to Plaintiffs.  

37. Upon information and belief, defendant Authors’ Place continued to claim 

licensing rights and to sell and distribute Plaintiffs’ copyrighted material without authorization, 

even after they materially breached the Publishing Agreements. 

38. Defendants performed the acts alleged in the course and scope of their business 

activities. 

39. Defendants’ infringing conduct alleged herein was willful and with full 

knowledge of Plaintiffs’ rights in their copyrighted material. Defendants Motivational Press and 

Sachs entered into the Publishing Agreements, which clearly allow Plaintiffs to terminate the 

Publishing Agreements if there is a material breach.  

40. Defendants Authors’ Place and Ferraro purported to step into Motivational Press’s 

shoes, to assume the obligations and reap the benefits of the Publishing Agreements.  
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41. Defendants’ failure to pay to Plaintiffs royalties or to allow thorough audits 

clearly are material breaches of the Publishing Agreements. Therefore, Defendants were selling 

copyrighted material that they did not have a right to, infringing on the copyrights, and enabling 

Defendants to gain profit therefrom illegally. 

42. As a direct and proximate result of Defendants’ infringing conduct alleged herein, 

Plaintiffs have been harmed and are entitled to damages in an amount to be proven at trial. 

43. Pursuant to 17 U.S.C. § 504(b), Plaintiffs are also entitled to recovery of 

Defendants’ profits attributable to Defendants’ infringing conduct alleged herein, and an 

accounting of and a constructive trust with respect to such profits. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs respectfully request that the Court enter judgment against the 

Defendants for all amounts due under the Copyright Act, plus pre- and post-judgment interest 

and attorneys’ fees and costs, and for any other relief the Court deems just and proper. 

COUNT II–BREACH OF CONTRACT 

(All Defendants) 

 

44. Plaintiffs incorporate and reallege paragraphs 1-27. 

45. Plaintiffs allege this breach-of-contract claim in the alternative to the copyright 

infringement claim (Count I).  

46. Motivational Press entered into Publishing Agreements with each of the listed 

Plaintiffs. Authors’ Place purports to have acquired the Publishing Agreements that the Plaintiffs 

made with Motivational Press. 

47. Plaintiffs performed all of their obligations under the Publishing Agreements. 
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48. Motivational Press and Authors’ Place (and their principals Sachs and Ferraro) 

breached the Publishing Agreements, including by failing to pay the amounts due under the 

Publishing Agreements. 

49. Further, Authors’ Place did not allow a proper audit or accounting as contracted 

for when Plaintiff Schoenbart requested one. 

50. As a result, Plaintiffs have suffered damages.  

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs demand that the Court enter judgment against the Defendants 

for all amounts due under the Publishing Agreements, plus pre- and post-judgment interest and 

attorneys’ fees and costs, and for any other relief the Court deems just and proper.  

COUNT III – EQUITABLE ACCOUNTING 

(Defendants Authors’ Place and Motivational Press) 

 

51. Plaintiffs incorporate and reallege paragraphs 1-27. 

52. The Publishing Agreements’ demands between the litigants involve extensive and 

complicated accounts. 

53. A remedy at law is not as full, adequate, and expeditious as it is in equity. Based 

on the threat of corporate mismanagement, Plaintiffs need an equitable proceeding to adjudicate 

their rights to the accounting sought.  

54. Principles of equity and fairness demand that Plaintiffs be awarded an accounting 

in this action. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs request that Motivational Press and Authors’ Place provide 

them with an accounting of any and all financial information necessary to determine revenues, 

expenses, and profits of the companies, as well as royalties owed to Plaintiffs, as well as an 

award of attorneys’ fees and costs, along with any other relief the Court deems just and proper. 
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COUNT IV–UNJUST ENRICHMENT 

(All Defendants) 

 

55. Plaintiffs incorporate and reallege paragraphs 1-27. 

56. Plaintiffs conferred benefits on Motivational Press and Authors’ Place, and 

indirectly to Ferraro and Sachs, in the form of certain publishing rights in Plaintiffs’ Works. 

57. The benefits conferred on Defendants consisted of exclusive contracts to publish 

the Plaintiffs’ Works and all of the financial rewards that come with those exclusive contracts. 

58. Defendants voluntarily accepted and retained the benefits conferred. 

59. Under the circumstances, it would be inequitable for Defendants to retain these 

benefits without paying Plaintiffs the value thereof.  

60. As a result, Plaintiffs have suffered damages. These damages include, but are not 

limited to, the royalties they have not been paid, the lawyers they have hired to negotiate with the 

Defendants, and other lost profits. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs demand that the Court enter judgment against the Defendants 

for all damages suffered, plus pre- and post-judgment interest and attorneys’ fees and costs, and 

for any other relief the Court deems just and proper.  

COUNT V–DECLARATORY RELIEF 

(All Defendants) 

 

61. Plaintiffs incorporate and reallege paragraphs 1-27. 

62. There are actual, presently existing, substantial, continuing controversies between 

the Plaintiffs and Defendants that are not conjectural, hypothetical, or contingent.  

63. The parties dispute whether Defendants currently hold any rights to or in 

Plaintiffs’ Works. Plaintiffs and Defendants have adverse interests, as they take opposite 

positions on this issue. 
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64. Plaintiffs have suffered and are suffering actual and threatened injuries as a result 

of Defendants’ incorrect legal position. 

65. Plaintiffs’ actual or threatened injuries can be traced to Defendants’ conduct. 

66. Plaintiffs’ injuries can be redressed by the granting of the requested declaratory 

relief. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs request (a) a declaration that any and all rights that Defendants 

had and may have had in the Plaintiffs’ Works have extinguished and/or reverted back to 

Plaintiffs, such that Defendants have no current or future rights in Plaintiffs’ existing or future 

works; (b) attorneys’ fees and costs; and (c) any other relief the Court deems just and proper. 

JURY DEMAND 

 Plaintiffs demand a jury trial of all issues so triable. 

Dated: January 6, 2023. 

   BY:  /s/Barry A. Kamar  

            Barry A. Kamar, Esq. 

Florida Bar Number: 1033842 

bkamar@melandbudwick.com 

Alina A. Nowicki, Esq. 

Florida Bar Number:1010500 

anowicki@melandbudwick.com  

MELAND BUDWICK, P.A. 

3200 Southeast Financial Center 

200 South Biscayne Boulevard  

Miami, FL 33131 

Telephone: (305) 358-6363 

 Facsimile: (305) 358-1221 

 

       Attorneys for Plaintiffs  
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PLEASE READ THIS ENTIRE LETTER – IT EFFECTS YOU 
 

To all of you who participated in last month’s survey or are still planning to – THANK YOU!  

 

If you have not yet completed the survey, please take a few minutes and follow this link.  We are listening 

and making changes to further empower you: CLICK HERE TO TAKE THE SURVEY 

 

SUMMARY:  

The Assets of Motivational Press Have Been Acquired We (see below) are very excited to announce that 

we have purchased the interests of Motivational Press.  This acquisition was completed in order to deliver 

top-shelf quality service to our authors.  We bring with it an established relationship with a $60 million 

distribution partner to help deliver your work to the world.  

 

Justin Sachs is no longer a part of Motivational Press.  Please refer all future inquires 

to tony@motivationalpress.com.  We stand committed to provide you the full service you expected when 

you selected your publisher.  

 

Who We Are: 

We are Authors Place Press. We are a full-service, publisher and platform development agency.  Our 

mission and vision are to honor God by creating a conduit through which your voice can impact the world 

by providing hope and prosperity to future generations.  Our primary values are Service, Authenticity, 

Family,Activation and Social Benefit.  

 

You will not find much on the web about us yet as this is a new consortium full of relevant experience; that 

said, there will be a new brand released, new website, new author services tools and much more.    

 

You can find out more about the partners below. Please use the link at the bottom to schedule a call with 

Tony.  After that, you will have his direct phone number.  We’d put it here but we can’t have all 400 of you 

calling at the same time:  

 

Tony Ferraro:  Tony is the strategist and visionary.  He is passionate about activating you toward your 

goals.   

Click Here For:  Tony's Website 

Click Here for: Tony's LinkedIn Profile 

 

  

Exhibit B
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Steve Lavey:  Steve is an operations genius that gets everything done. He will be working to ensure that 

everything related to process, finance and operations are all functioning in a way that best serves you, our 

primary customer. 

Click Here For:  Steve's LinkedIn Profile  

 

How Does It Affect You:   

Things only get better from here.  We bring proven success in new media marketing, social media, 

operations, brand development and strategy.  Your agreements remain as is; however, you will begin to 

see greater transparency in reporting, consistency in follow through and stronger resources to help you 

accomplish your goals.   

 

Please take the time to fill out the following form.  Unfortunately, Justin did not leave us your contact 

information or very much other information, beyond email.  PLEASE FILL OUT THE FOLLOWING: 

CLICK FOR FORM 

 

What To Look For:  

In the coming weeks, we will be sending email notifications to keep you informed regarding new programs 

and resources that will be available to you.  These will include things like better social networking campaign 

support, launch strategy development, an authors membership team and more.  Additionally, we will be 

converting our website and branding.  

 

What To Do Now:  

Please click the following link and schedule an introduction call with Tony Ferraro, Managing Director, if 

you have not already:  

CLICK HERE FOR TONY'S SCHEDULE 

 

We are excited to welcome you to our family and look forward to connecting soon.  

 

Sincerely,  

Tony & Steve! 
   

This email was sent by tony@motivationalpress.com to yetunde@yetundehofmann.com 
Not Interested Unsubscribe | Update profile 

Motivational Press | 7668 El Camino Real, 104-223 | Carlsbad, CA 92009 
To help protect your privacy, Microsoft Office prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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RECEIPT # AMOUNT APPLYING IFP JUDGE MAG. JUDGE

26 USC 7609

INTELLECTUAL

Westchester County Brevard County 

KARYN SCHOENBART, et al.

Meland Budwick, P.A., 200 S. Biscayne Blvd., Ste. 3200, 
Miami, FL 33131

TONY FERRARO, et al. 

✖

✖

17 U.S.C. § 101, et. Seq.

Copyright 

✖

✖

Jan 6, 2023 /s/Barry A Kamar

Case 6:23-cv-00024-RBD-DAB   Document 1-1   Filed 01/06/23   Page 1 of 1 PageID 26




